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Subject: Update on hate/bias incident 

Dear Rio Americano Community, 

I wanted to provide you with an update on the use of a Nazi flag in one of our classes at Rio Americano High 
School. This incident has brought to the surface many feelings about what we teach our students and how 
we teach those topics to our students. We have had feedback from our Jewish community that has both 
condemned the use of Nazi symbols in the educational setting and those who feel the use can be 
educationally appropriate. Regardless of your stance, San Juan Unified School District and Rio Americano 
High School will be taking action, that is described below, to move forward.  

The teacher in this instance has used flags from Nazi Germany as an instructional aid in past years as part 
of classroom lessons. Site administration has previously expressed concerns to the teacher related to this 
practice and it is not reflective of where we are as a school community. In recent discussions with the 
teachers’ union leadership, they have made it clear they support safe and inclusive environments for 
students, and do not support the teacher’s use of this flag in this context. 

Our district’s and our school’s understanding of inclusion continues to evolve and improve and we are 
committed to addressing and removing hate in our schools. While images and symbols representative of 
hate may be used in textbooks and resource materials to provide historical context, displaying a flag with a 
swastika in such an egregious manner was unnecessary and created an unsafe environment for students. 
As we move forward, and in alignment with San Juan Unified’s 8-point Commitment to Educational Justice, 
we will create an equity team on Rio Americano’s campus that will have parents, students and staff 
represented to help make sure we are educating our students and staff in the most safe and inclusive way 
possible. 

The teacher in question has been placed on administrative leave until the investigation has concluded.  

We are also always looking at curriculum standards and the framework. Our focus when teaching lessons 
grounded in history is to provide historically accurate content in a safe and inclusive environment for 
students. In this particular instance, it is not wrong to have conversations about propaganda tactics in Nazi 
Germany, but there is a better way to do so without prominently displaying a symbol of hate in the 
classroom. 

Please reach out to me with any questions.  

Thank you, 

 

Brain T. Ginter 

Principal 

Rio Americano HS 

 

 


